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Hello Friends, 
here's how to make sure 
you don’t miss any copies 
of Farthing Wood Friends! 


ALPHABET STICKERS 

By issue 58 you will have 
received two complete sets 
of alphabet stickers, plus 
an extra A, E, P and S. Use 
these stickers to spell out 
your name, or that of a 
friend, on the front of a 
notebook, lunchbox or 
bedroom door. 


ia pANtC! 
If you haven't got ON is 
all your copies of 

Farthing Wood Friends 


HOW TO TAKE OUT A 
SUBSCRIPTION 

(For readers in UK and Republic of Ireland 
only) Simply write to: Farthing Wood Subscriptions, 

PO Box 1, Hastings, East Sussex TN35 4TJ or 

telephone 0424 755755. 

You may order as many copies as you like but we suggest 
a minimum of 12 parts. Please include payment with your 
order and be sure to state the part number of the first 
copy you want. You can pay by cheque, postal order or 
credit card. 

Videos are available with parts 1, 5 and every fourth part after 
that. Each part with a video costs £5.95 (£2.95 for part 1). 
Whether you're getting your copies from 

your newsagent or having them sent direct to 

your home, please be sure to state whether you want 

video or non-video versions of these parts when ordering. 
You can calculate the amount to pay for your subscription by 
multiplying the cover price by the number of parts required: for 
example 12 parts without the video x £1.20 will cost £14.40, or 
12 parts with video (3 video parts at £5.95 and 9 non-video parts 
at £1.20) will cost £28.65. You can also order back numbers 
from the above address. Postage and packing are free. 


HOW TO PAY 

You can pay by cheque, postal order or credit card. Cheques or 
postal orders should be payable to Woodgate (Eaglemoss) Ltd. 

If paying by credit card, be sure to state the cardholder's name, 
type of card (Access or Visa), card number and expiry date. You 
can phone your order on 0424 755755. z 
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easel was keeping out of the way since 
the Squirrels had found out thee she 
had stolen their nuts. 


Weasel jumped with fright as Scarface crept 
up on her. “No they’re not! Not like the Vole I 
saw you with,” said Weasel bravely. “What are 
you going to do about it?” snarled Scarface. 
“Nnnnothing!” stammered Weasel. 


MTR 


She came across some mice that had died 
from the cold. “Are those Farthing Wood 
mice?” asked a voice from behind her. 


Scarface grabbed her arm in his jaw. “Please, 
T'll do anything you ask, let me go,” screamed 
Weasel. “I want you to be my spy in Farthing 
Wood,” snarled Scarface. “I want to know 

everything that goes on. 


He dropped her in the snow and slunk off. 
Measly crept up and started to lick Weasel’s 
bleeding arm. 


“So you were watching all the 

time and didn’t come to rescue me!” she 
complained. “You’re always getting into 
trouble,” said Measly, as he helped her up. 


“T’m just a stupid old fool,” thought Badger to The Warden’s cat was watching. He saw his 
himself after the Warden had put him out chance to get his own back and pounced! 
into the snow. Just then he heard Kestrel f 

calling. “Kee, kee, there’s going to be a 

meeeeting.” She flew down to tell Badger. 


“Good idea,” said Fox. “I’ve seen a farmonthe That night, Fox and Vixen set off after dark, 
edge of town where there are some chickens.” _ through the falling snow. They soon arrived 
at the farm. 


- The noise attracted the other animals. As they got to the farm gate, two young blue _— Bang! Bang! The farmer was awake and had 
Badger saw his old friend was in danger and “Kestrel, what happened?” gasped Vixen. foxes ran out. grabbed his gun. The two blue foxes lay dead 
rushed to help. He pushed Cat off Kestrel. “Cat attacked me, but Badger saved me,” in the snow. 
As Cat let go and dashed for home, Kestrel said Kestrel. 


staggered to her feet. 


| ty ; i pin hie 


ll 1 OPN 
The tiny animals greeted Badger with ee “Quick!” said Fox. “Grab the chickens they “Oh my poor babies!” she cried. “They got the 
delight. “Welcome back Badger, old friend,” The animals discussed how to get food. “I’ve \ were carrying.” As Fox and Vixen escaped chickens, too,” snarled her mate. “I'll get 
said Fox. “Come into the warm.” an idea,” said Badger. “Remember when we into the wood, Scarface and Lady Blue them back for this, don’t you worry.” 
scavenged from the humans? Scarface can’t | appeared. 


object to our going there for food.” Next week: The Warden is taken ill. 


All About... 


66Cuck-000, cuck-oo0. Yes, it's me, 
Cuckoo, greeting you with my famous call. 
Why is it so famous? Well, when people 
first hear me calling after the cold, silent 
winter months it reminds them that 
summer is not far away. 

| usually arrive in Britain in April, after 
a long journey from Africa. | stay for the 
summer, feasting on insects. | spend much 
of my time in trees and bushes, in woods 
and on commons, so you're more likely to 
hear me than see me.99 


lam mainly grey with a 
long tail and thin, pointed 
wings like a hawk. My 
underparts are lighter with 
lots of dark bars. My dark 
| grey tail has white spots 
| and my legs and feet are 
yellow. Two of my toes 
point forwards and two 
backwards. This helps 
me to perch and scramble 
about in the branches, 
but it also makes me a bit 
clumsy on the ground. 


hy Weasel’s Easel 


Cuckoog’ £998 have 
een found in the 
Pa of more than 
different kin ds 

of irds in Britain 


=. 


When | fly | beat my wings very 
fast. Sometimes | call while I’m 
flying but usually | glide on toa 
perch and then cry out ‘cuck-oo’, 
several times in a row. Our 
females make a different call - it’s 
a more bubbling sound. 


Female cuckoos often entrust the rearing of 
their chicks to the same species as they 
themselves were brought up by. This young 
chick has a Woodchat Shrike for a mother. 


LONG-DISTANCE.~ 
FLIGHT © == 
We adult cuckoos: 
leave the British Isle: 
August, our young 
leave in Septémbe 
This is because the 
would not be enough: 
insects during the: 
winter for Us to’survive 
‘We fly thousan 
thiles,. across Eu 
over the Meditet 
Sea and into centr 
and southern Africa. 
Then, at the-end of 
winter, we follow the- 
same route back, =~ 


All About... 


Tricking other birds 


66As soon as we arrive in the 
British Isles we males put on 
displays for the females. We call 
loudly, bobbing up and down on 
our perches and fanning out our 
smart tails. Once we have 
attracted a female and mated with 
her, she starts to look for good 
nests to lay her eggs in. I say 
‘nests’, because she uses several 
nests belonging to other birds who 
have already laid a clutch of eggs. 
She may lay as many as 12 eggs in 
12 separate nests. 

Most birds accept her egg and do 
a good job of rearing her chick but 
just once in a while they object! 


‘V The female usually waits until the other 
birds have left their nest to look for food. 
Then she flies in, takes out an egg with Her 
beak and lays one of her own in its place. 


The young cuckoo leaves its nest when it’s 
about three weeks old. It is reddish brown, at 
first, and has a noticeable white patch at the 
back of the neck. We parents have already 
left for Africa by this time, but the chicks 
know that they have to fly south, too. They 
manage the long journey to Africa on their 
own, where they join us for the winter. 


We cuckoo parents have nothing to do 
with feeding and rearing our young. The 
new parents do that, even though the 
cuckoo chick soon grows much bigger 
than them. Sometimes the parent has to 
stand on the chick’s shoulder so that it 
can reach the chick’s huge, open beak. 
We adults eat only insects, particularly 
caterpillars and sawfly larvae. But the 
chicks also take seeds, because that is 
what their new parents bring them. 


Nidan! 


PIT STOP 


Cuckoo chicks are very good at begging for 


food, calling and opening their beaks wide to 
show their huge, brightly coloured mouths. 
They even succeed in getting passing birds, 
who are on their way to feeding their own 
young, to drop food into their mouths. 


The baby cuckoo hatches either a little 
before or at the same time as the other chicks. 
When it is just eight hours old, even though it is 
blind and naked, it crawls under the other eggs 
or chicks and pushes one on to iis back. 


4 Then, using its feet and head, it 
climbs up the inside of the nesi, holding 
the egg between its wings. When it 
reaches the top it pushes its load over 
the edge. One by one, i geis rid of all 
the other eggs or young. 


\ FARTHING WOOD CRISS-CROSS! 


By Samantha Baker, aged 11 


cs 


iends! 


3 Letters 
Fox, Owl 
4 Letters 
Hare, Mole, Newt, 
Toad, Vole 

5 Letters 

Adder, Shrew, Vixen 
6 Letters 

Badger, Rabbit, Weasel - 
7 Letters 

Kestrel 

8 Letters 

Hedgehog, Pheasant, 
Squirrel, Whistler 


10 Letters 
Fieldmouse 


Dear Fr 


This week we have a crossword and 
our first jigsaw sent in by readers! 


Joan 


A LETTER FROM BEN CALVERE 

One day | was in my car going past a field and 
saw a pair of pheasants just like Mr and Mrs 
Pheasant. The cock pheasant had hardly any tail 


— ™ feathers. 
Gerard McDonad, aged 10 On Monday the 24th and Tuesday the 25th of 
Ady leg as October, me and my mum went on a walk and Who is always 
How “ Sa ; my mum heard something rustling in the grass. It let down by his 
yn a j ed on th i ! 
an at “jayoun yee jump: @ wall and it was a weasel! workmates? 
se ames Piss “Jenlp eas daap 


Anna Booth, aged 7 


Adam Palmer, aged 8 


THE JOURNEY TO WHITE DEER PARK 
The Animals of Farthing Wood 


ite Deer Park. 
Travelled to White 
Toad, Weasel, Mole and Adder 


Thought of it as 6 lark. 


Weasel is cheeky 
it was not an easy journey, 


vay Moley is S 
i cared, 
They had trouble to come piscine : . | 
Thanks to the Rabbits, Fox ag i = : 
And all his dreams came true. 


Vixen is gentle 
Id Badger is wi 
; ise, 
Toad likes the water 
And Kestre| flies high, 


They also met Whistler, the heron, 
With a hole in his right wins, 
When he flew it whistled, 

The sound was comforting. 


Rabbits are bossy, 


___ niin 


F nded, aks? Peers Hares aren't 
At last their journey € iends nave tru a so bad, | 
They had all made some ae ins 4h Steven Taylor's mum made ‘ Asehogs are slow 
They all moved into their ne pal " saseatt oul this beautiful cake for his 4 A Owl thinks sh és 
a is poem , sixth bi rand. 
And this is where this Pchel Cutts, 298d 9 Ayes Nook Ri Ye birthday. 
jan TUMnets age Say Bradley, aged g | 
be ERY Sega 
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=F LOUGHED 
~ FIELDS 


66Sssh! Don’t make a sound. I’m 
keeping completely still in this 
ploughed field so nobody will notice me. The 
is‘ploughing the next.field-ready for 
ting crops.When the plants start to sprout 
in afew weeks | might have a nibble. For now 
Piljustlie tow, watching the tractor chug along. 
‘ys The plough cuts grooves in the ground and 
og tums over the top layer of soil. Black-headed 
-Qulls follow the tractor, dancing and diving to 
= “pick.insects from the ground. There are other 
¥“. animals and plants on the ground and at the 
edge of the field, too.99 


2 


if Mee hs Pa 
it. Ves ~~. “Hare’s Challenge: how many earthworms 
* iP fA x. can you find uprooted from their 
Y dGe SF ‘ .’« underground home? How many gulls are 


following the plough? 


Secret 
is. There are six earthworms 
¥ wriggling back home. Don’t count 
the two wireworms by mistake. 
Did you spot 22 gulls, too? 


Buried treasures are sometimes dug up 
by the plough. They can be hundreds of 
years old, and valuable, like Roman coins. 
But even small things, like clay pipes and 
bits of pottery, are interesting to find, 
because they teach you about the past. 


The Lombardy poplar is a tall, thin 
tree, often planted in rows. Nearly 
all the Lombardy poplars planted in 
Britain are male trees. That’s 
because the’ females make masses 
of fluffy seeds, which can clutter up 
streets and block drains. 


Traveller’s joy is a creeping 
plant whose twisting stems 
climb up trees. In May the plant 
produces small, whitish yellow 
Ne , flowers. The seeds appear later 


Wireworms are young Click 
beetles. If an adult beetle is turned 
on its back, it flips itself high into 
the air to get back on to its feet. 


as long, feathery wisps. These 
give the plant its other name of 
Old man’s beard. 


The Red-legged partridge 

is handsomely marked with a 

striped side, white cheeks 

and, of course, red legs. 

Yet it is well camouflaged on 
_ ploughed land. 


bean aphids 
lay their eggs on 
, Spindle trees. The 
eggs overwinter on the 
tree and hatch in spring. 
The hatched aphids 
head for the nearest 
bean plants to feed on 
sap. They can be a pest. 


. Scarecrows (they're also called ‘tattie 
bogles’) are meant to frighten birds away 
from crops. Usually, a scarecrow looks like 
a scruffy man. Sometimes bird scarers, 
which make loud bangs every few minutes, 
are used to frighten hungry birds. 


Green field speedwell 
. is acommon weed on 
farmed land. You can 
spot its white and blue 
flowers at the edge of a 
field all year round. 
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LOOKING 
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/ Soil may just look like mud, but if 5 

you take a closer look it is made up 

of many different things. There are 
rotted down plants, seeds, stones, 

water, clay, sand and of, course, a few 
creepy crawlies, many too tiny to see! 


oD 


WHAT IS SOIL? 

Half fill a jam jar with soil and top it up with 
water. Screw the lid on tightly, shake the 
jar well and leave the contents to settle. 
After a couple of hours shake the jar again. 
The next day you should see 
that the soil has fallen 
into lots of layers. You 
might find that your soil 
is either mostly clay or 
sand. Different plants 
prefer growing in different 
kinds of soil. 


lumus is made 
from rotted plants. 
It contains all the 

} goodness plants 

\ need to grow. 


‘CHING A LIFT 

if all seeds grew in the place 
where they fell, the soil would not 
be able to provide all of them with 
enough goodness to live. So 
plants have many ways of helping 
their seeds spread to new places. 
One way is to ‘hitch a lift’. 

After a walk outdoors, carefully 

scrape the mud off your shoes. 


Put the mud into a wet plastic 
bag. Tie the top of the bag and 
leave it in a dark, warm place. 
What happens after a week? Can 
you see shoots growing? If you 
can, you have helped to spread 
seeds by carrying them in the 
mud on your shoes! 


. 3 : eae ; | You will need: packet of plain digestives, plastic bag, rolling 
You will need: self-hardening clay, rolling pin, bottle, CLORIOUS NIU ID) PIE pin, wooden spoon, 65g butter, 225g plain chocolate, round cake 
knife, paper, sticky tape, paints, varnish. 


tin, three eggs, 1tbsp coffee essence, whisk, pan, bowl. 


to your Mum on 
Mother’s Day! 


i Put 200g chocolate and the 
Roll a slab of clay large enough @ Tape apiece of paper round the 8 Stand the bottle on the circle of clay. @ Mett 50g butter in a pan. Take the B Put 200g o 


, an off the heat and stir in the biscuit remaining butter in a bowl. Get an 
for the size of pot you want to make —_ bottle to make a sleeve. Don’t make —_ Wrap the large slab of clay round the a cack Q ‘ 

: ‘ ; 3 A : Measure out 200g of digestive crumbs. Lightly grease a round cake adult to help you place the bowl 
oe 7 : ai i : oe ane einesnele. “Sehnert ae seine Lester “a sea elk nee seek: ha biscuits. Put the biscuits ii plastic tin. Put ire eaaD mixture in the tin over a pan of hot, not boiling, 
slab of clay to the same thickness. paper to the bottom of the bottle. overlap. Mould the edges together by j noha : ‘ . , | 
Put the bottle on top of the small slab rubbing them. Leave to dry. bag. Using a rolling pin, bash the and press it down firmly with a spoon. water. Leave the chocolate to melt, 


iscui tirring it ionally. 
and cut round the bottom of it. biscuits to make fine crumbs. stirring it occasionally 


a When the clay is hard, 
slide the bottle out of the 
pot. Peel off any paper _ 


Weasel’s Easel 
stuck to the inside of it.,/ 


Snails need 
. t 
lime found ies 


6 Pour the mixture into the 
tin and put it in the fridge to 


§ Paint the vase. When 
dry, brush a coat of 


; 4 Get an adult to separate the eggs for § Whisk the egg whites until set. Just before serving, 
varnish over the outside you. When the chocolate and butter have —_they form stiff peaks and fold decorate your mud pie with 
and inside of the vase. melted, take it off the heat and beat in them into the chocolate mixture. grated chocolate. Yum! 


the egg yolks and coffee essence. 


Clay is ideal for pottery because 
6LAY BEADS it is heavy and sticks together well. 
@ Make a hole through the middle 


of each ball with a knitting needle. 
Leave the balls to harden. 


You will need: self-hardening 
clay, knitting needle, paint, brush, 
varnish, Plasticine, string. 


§ When the varnish has 
dried, thread the beads on 
to string to make a 

necklace or bracelet. 


3 Thread the dry beads on a knitting 
needle. Rest the ends of the needle on 


lumps of Plasticine so the beads can turn 
mes Paint the beads in bright colours varnish over the beads to seal the surface and 


make them shiny. 


q Take a small piece of clay and 
roll it into a ball between the palms # 
of your hands. Make several more 

{balls the same size. 


4a When the paint has dried, brush a coat of 


FASCINATING FACTS + FASCINATING FAGT* | _ VINATING FACTS + FASCINATING FA ASCINATING FACTS 


SCALES , 


If you look closely at a snake or fish you'll 
see its skin is covered in scales. Scales - 
are like thin discs or plates. They can be 
big or small, smooth or rough and lots of 
different shapes. They often overlap, like 
roof tiles. A scaly skin is an animal's 
armour and raincoat. 


Vv BELLY CRAWL 

Snake skin often looks slimy because 
it’s made of shiny scales. The colour 
of the scales gives the snake its 
markings. Some snakes are fairly 
drab and some are brightly coloured 
like this Coral snake. Snakes creep 
along by gripping the ground with 
sharp scales on their belly. 


<¢ COUNTING RINGS 
As a fish grows, its scales 
get bigger, too. If you look 
closely at this Bream 
scale, you can see it’s 
marked with rings. Each 
spurt of growth is marked 
by aring. You can tell how 
old a fish is by counting the 
rings, like a tree. 


I'm a sleek 
and scaly 
hunter 


SCALY ANTEATER 
Believe it or not, this is a 
Pangolin, not a large pine 
cone. Pangolins, or Scaly | 
anteaters, are the only 
scaly mammals. When in 
danger they curl up ina 
ball, exposing the sharp 
edges of their scales. 
Pangolins can also flick 
VW BEAUTIFUL HIDE up their seales to get rid 
A Triceratops spots an intruder of unwelcome insects 
and prepares to attack. Battling that have crawled 
dinosaurs needed tough, scaly into the gaps. 

skin for protection. We know their 

skin was scaly because scientists 

have found dinosaur skin prints 

preserved in dry sand. 


ASCALE COAT 

Pike spends all his life underwater, so he 
needs a tough, waterproof skin. His body 
is covered in scales, which do the job 
perfectly. His scale coat also allows him 
to bend and twist when chasing prey. 


sce 


ACUTE SCUTES 
A few fish, like sticklebacks, are scaleless, but 
most fish have scales of some kind. Shark 
scales are like small teeth and even slippery eels 
have tiny ones. This Sturgeon is recognized by 
five rows of huge, knobbly scales, called scutes. 


<q PRICKLY NECK 
Plated lizards, like this Lord 
Derby’s zonure, have bony plates 

under their scales. Some of the 
scales covering their neck, back and 

tail are extra spiky to protect them 
from predators. 


: Which fish has a 


looking-glass skin? A WATER SPRINT 


When a Basilisk lizard is 
running at full tilt it doesn’t 
stop at the water’s edge -— 
it just keeps on going along 
the surface. A fringe of 
scales on the edge of its 
toes helps it to do this. 
Basilisks are good 
swimmers, too, which is a 
good job since they usually 
sink as they slow down. 


“dies JOA YW : 


> CARRY ON CAMPING 
This Tent tortoise is named 
after the multi-wigwam shape 
of its shell. Inside its shell the » 
tortoise is soft. The bits that ‘ 
stick out, like the head and legs, 
are covered in rough scales. 


Puzzle it out = 


DOTS ZNN| 'D) One of the young Fieldmice had caught 


chicken-pox. It was not.long before all 


; his brothers and sisters hadi chicken-pox, 
DOMINOES Seeeee ay (| 
they didn’t feel too bad. ; i ; | 


WELL SPOTTED! 

Two of the Fieldmice have 
exactly the same ‘number of ] 
spots — can you find'them? f 


other people caughtithe disease from them,’ Join up the dots to find what's in 


so the young Fieldmice Stayed at home:and 
played some doity games. Let's join them. 


. Peake. Pe A 
However, they weren't allowed out’in case DOTTODOT ~'- — nibs ik i! 

J 

| 


,, the picture frame. 


a 


reer) MEAL 


MATCH THE PATCH 
Mrs Fieldmouse likes sewing’and has 
made lots of things for her house. 

With the pieces of fabric left over, 

she made a patchwork bag. ‘Can you 
match the patches on the bag to'the 
things that she has made? 


WHICH DOMINO'S NEXT? 
Add up the total number of dots on each 

domino, then look carefully at the sequence of 
numbers and decide which number comes next. 


DOTTY MAZE 

Shade in the shapes 

with an even number 
of dots to find your 

way out of the maze. 


ROUND THE CLOCK 

Divide the dominoes as follows: seven dominoes 
each for two players, six each for three players, 
five each for four or five players. The player with 
the double-six starts. If no-one has the 
double-six, each player takes a domino from the 
unused pile until the double-six is found. 

The double-six is placed face up on the table. 
The second player puts a domino with a six next 
to it. If he can’t go, he takes a domino from the 
unused pile. If there is no unused pile, he misses 
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DOMINO SQUARES 
Take the six lowest dominoes out of your 
set: 0/0, 0/1, 0/2, 1/1, 1/2, 2/2. Put them 
together in the shape of a square so that 
the numbers in each corner match. Then 
rearrange the dominoes so that each side 
of the square adds up to four. Each time, 
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a turn instead. The first four dominoes must all 
have sixes on them and be placed next to the 
double-six. 

In the next round, the players must place a 
double number next to any of the four dominoes 
already played. After this, the game continues 
with each player adding his domino where he 
can until one person has no dominoes left and 
wins. If none of the players can place a domino, 
the person with the lowest score is the winner. 


ao 
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Colour it tna 
WALIZING WEASELS 


